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-- Email update on Education Omnibus bill --

We have great news to share. The Education Omnibus Bill (HB2170) has passed both the Senate 

and the House! It is off to the Governor's desk. What is an omnibus bill? Omnibus in Latin

means “containing or including many items.” Therefore, this Education Omnibus Bill included 

many aspects of education policy- especially for early childhood education. Read about what it 

means for Illinois children and the early childhood workforce below!  

Thank you all for taking action in support of this effort, for circulating the action alert to your

networks, and for going above and beyond to advance racial justice and equity for students in 

Illinois!  

 

Early Childhood Education and Care Act 

● Expresses support for the goals of Illinois Commission on Equitable Early

Childhood Education and Care Funding  (the “Early Childhood Funding Commission”), 

and a provision encouraging the state to create an implementation planning process 

with an agency or other group accountable for implementing the Commission's

recommendations.  

Kindergarten Readiness Assessment

● Establishes in state law existing policy requiring the State Board of Education to assess 

all kindergartners with a common readiness assessment 

Early Childhood Workforce Act 

● Establishes the Early Childhood Workforce Act, which calls on relevant state 

agencies to identify strategies and opportunities to create a more robust, diverse

workforce. The strategies should include:   

○ Financial and administrative supports related to higher education and

degree/credential attainment, as well as  

○ Critical efforts to promote competitive compensation for the field.    

Diverse Educator Pipeline  

● Removes the 3.0 GPA requirement to enroll in alternative licensure programs.

● Amends the Minority Teachers of Illinois (MTI) scholarship  program to increase the male 

candidate set aside from 30 percent to 35 percent, prioritizing Black male candidates, 

prioritizing candidates with demonstrated financial need, raising annual scholarship to



$7,500 (as appropriation permits), and creating a set-aside for bilingual teachers as the 

appropriation for the program grows. (Article 120)  

 

Data Reporting 

● Beginning July 1, 2022, requires the Illinois State Board of Education and designated 

state agencies to report on the racial and ethnic demographics of the participants for 

each major program administered by the Board of designated departments. The 

Department of Innovation and Technology is to assist in establishing common 

procedures to collect data, catalogue data, match data across the Board and 

departments, evaluate equitable outcomes for underserved populations, and manage 

data requests. 

Extends Early Intervention (EI) services until the start of the next school year for eligible 

three-year olds with summer birthdays (Article 10) 

 

Requires behavioral health clinicians working with children under the age of five to use a 

developmentally-appropriate diagnostic assessment and billing system (Article 40) 

 

Establishes the Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultations Act, which encourages the 

state to increase funding for and the availability of I/ECMHC services (Article 35) 

 

Establishes the Early Education Act, which encourages IDHS to reexamine its eligibility criteria 

for the EI program, develop a plan for the establishment of specialized teams, and establish at 

least two demonstration projects at neo-natal intensive care departments (Article 145) 

 

 


